
Browns Valley School District  
Distance Learning Plan 2.0 

May 5- May 22 

The Browns Valley School District recognizes and values the significance of providing 
education without disruption to the traditional school day. However, during the school 
year, classroom instruction may be interrupted due to a school closure. Governor Walz 
and Commissioner Richer have announced, all schools will be closed for the remainder 
of the 2019-2020 school year. Browns Valley School District would like to continue to 
offer students consistency to their learning environment. Distance Learning will resume 
on Tuesday, May 5 and continue until the last student day, May 22, 2020. 

Questions and Answers  

What attendance policy will be implemented during distance learning?  
● Families will be contacted by a certified staff member each day (email, text, 
phone, Remind, Google Classroom, and Facebook).  
● Completed and submitted work will also be collected and counted as present for 
the day it was assigned.  
● Certified staff will be communicating with each other on which families 
have been contacted for that day using a shared document.  

When will assignments be distributed?  
● Student materials will continue to be delivered with the meals every Friday. 
Work from all teachers will arrive in one folder for each student.  

o Completed work will be picked up on Fridays, and the following 
week’s student materials will be delivered at that time.  

o Fridays will continue to be the day to exchange completed work for 
new work to help establish and maintain routines. All work is due on 
Friday to provide families the opportunity for self pacing to meet their 
specific needs and allow for flexible work times for students with 
working parents or multiple siblings sharing a device. 

o Work not completed on Fridays will continue to be picked up, any day, 
the following week with meal deliveries. 

 
Where can instruction for assignments be found?  

• Lesson Plans (parent/student friendly directions) will be posted by 8:00 
Monday morning to the Browns Valley School Website under the new 
Distance Learning tab to establish and maintain routines. 

• Lessons may include menu boards to offer choice to students. 

What if a student is sick and cannot complete an assignment?  
● Please email the classroom teacher or report the absence to the district office.  

How will IEP needs be met? Distance Learning Program Guidance for Students 
with Disabilities  



● Browns Valley School District recognizes the unique circumstances and 
challenges distance learning brings for teachers, administrators, families and 
students with disabilities. This guidance is provided as a resource to support the 
implementation of the Distance Learning Day Program. The suggestions in this 
document can be applied when planning for all students with disabilities.  

● Considerations When determining how to provide the requisite services to 
students with disabilities on distance learning days, it is ideal to begin the planning 
process by considering the needs of children and families. Special education and 
related service providers should work collaboratively to address the following 
questions:  

• What is the overall plan for distance learning days?  
• What is the plan for parent communication?  
• Which standards, activities, technology, etc. are teachers using?  

As the above questions are answered, special education staff will be able to determine 
which plans and resources can be modified and can identify areas that will require 
supplemental or additional planning for students with disabilities.  

● Planning Logistics Planning for distance learning days requires thoughtful, 
open, and on-going communication among administrators, teachers, related 
service, and parents. The complex needs of each student must be considered 
when planning for students with disabilities, and individualized plans may be 
needed. The following is a list of topics to consider  

• IEP goal needs  
• Related services  
• Assistive technology needs  
• Communication  
• Lessons- Planning lessons for distance learning days follow the same general 
structure as planning face-to-face instruction.  

● Additional Information An addendum (Individual Distance Learning Plan – 
IDLP) to the student Individual Education Program (IEP) and a Prior Written 
Notice (PWN) will be sent to the parents. The addendum to the IEP will include 
the student’s IEP goals and what services will be provided in the event of 
distance learning. This addendum/distance learning plan could take different 
forms dependent upon the needs of the student.  

The Individual Distance Learning Plan (IDLP) will include details specific 
to each student’s programming to meet the individual needs of each 
child.  

● Suggestions The following are possible suggestions:  
• Use social stories to help students with social skills IEP goals  
• Utilize technology students currently use during face-to-face instruction  
• Focus on communication with parents early in the planning process  



• Include assistive technology (AT) in modules/lessons, if the student is using 
AT in the classroom  
• Reiterate the availability of assistance so students and parents can contact 
teachers  
• Students may need some learning packets or manipulatives to complete 
activities  

● Other Case managers will be making plans regarding service delivery for their 
students. Discussions with related service providers will occur and appropriate 
related services will be included in plans. Parent communication, technology needs, 
paper packets, and student instruction time will all be considered.  

Case managers will call parents to share information about service delivery 
for all services on the IEP. Information will be acquired to include 
preferences in regard to communication and work requirements, etc.  

The Individual Distance Learning Plan document will be used as a guide. Case 
managers will review how services per each goal will be addressed, including 
related service. Services that will no longer be in place due to mandates of no 
face to face will be identified. Adjustments will be communicated with the 
parent.  

Dependent on student needs and family preferences, a combination of paper 
packets modified to meet individual needs, online learning, and 
chat/phone/audio/video instruction and conferencing may be used.  

Collaboration between general education teachers, related services 
providers and paraprofessionals will continue for the duration of Distance 
Learning.  

Once the COVID-19 mandated Distance Learning is no longer in place, the 
original IEP will revert and all services will be provided as indicated.  

● Resources  

Parent Resources Hand-picked, age-appropriate media suggestions to 
keep the whole family engaged.  

• Best Music Apps and Games for Kids  
• New Kids' TV Shows  
• 50 Books All Kids Should Read Before They're 12  
• Best Family Movies  
• Common Sense Selections highlighting the best movies and TV shows  
• Sibling Watch-Together TV  
• Best Documentaries for Kids and Families  

Resources for at-home learning Tools to help parents and caregivers keep kids 
focused and learning at home.  

• 17 Apps to Help Kids Stay Focused  



• Apps That Act Like Math and Science Tutors for Homework Help  
• Free Educational Apps, Games, and Websites  
• Top Time-Management Apps  
• BrainPop  
• Epic  
• Raz-Kids  

  Stress-management resources  
• When everything feels overwhelming, check out tips for taking in rapidly 
changing news.  
• De-stress together with meditation apps for kids and families.  
• Get the blood flowing and elevate the mood with these 25 dance games (you 
might need to buy a special control from Amazon).  
• Apps, websites, and video games that inspire running, jumping, and more to 
stay active.  
• Don’t forget to enjoy a device-free dinner or two 

 
How will meal delivery or distribution happen?  

● Browns Valley School will continue to provide meals at no cost for all students. 
The meals will be distributed from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. by bus or van to individual 
homes. School staff will deliver meals and follow bus and van routes in the country 
and town. All Browns Valley students will be on a route and there will be meal drop 
off stops at the old Sisseton Middle School, Hortness Implement in Peever, and in 
the city of Beardsley. To follow the Social Distancing guidelines, meals will be 
dropped off at your door with no contact.  

 

How will lessons be delivered to accommodate 504 plans?  
● Special education staff and general education teachers are making 
modifications and adaptations as needed, on a student by student basis.  
• There are currently no students in the District on a 504 plan. 

How will we accommodate translation and interpretation needs for our English 
learners?  

● Currently, Browns Valley School does not have any identified English 
Learners. 

 

How will homeless students’ needs be met? 

● Currently, Browns Valley School is not serving any identified homeless students.  
● The district’s school Homeless Liaison will provide resources to families and 
monitor the needs of students.  

How will early learning and assessment happen?  
● The Pre-Kindergarten are receiving weekly learning activities from the seven 
learning domains.  
● The supplies needed to complete all activities have been distributed.  



● Both work sampling periods have been completed by the general education teacher. It 
will be uploaded when further updates and information have been received regarding 
special education evaluation and requirements.  

How will we regularly communicate with families during distance learning?  
● Communicating through Remind, Google Classroom, email and phone calls.  
● Work will be returned in folders each week.  
• Instructional videos may be created by staff and available to families through the 

Remind App, Google Classroom and YouTube. 
• Weekly Google Meets will be scheduled with students in grades 4-8 to allow 

student to student interactions. Weekly FaceTime calls will be made to PreK 
students and their families. 

• Parents were surveyed regarding their experience and needed resources and 
supports during their Distance Learning experience. 

• Common platforms (Google Meets, Remind, email) are being implemented District 
wide to decrease the amount of new technology for families with students in 
multiple grades. 

How will we deliver progress reports?  
● Teachers will send informal feedback through Remind or phone calls.  

How will we factor in tribal considerations?  
● Equity is ensured by offering learning materials and activities through online 
options and paper packets.  
● Partnering with J.O.M. to deliver learning packets and meals.  
● Reaching out to our tribal connections to seek assistance with internet access, 
technology, and other resources.  
● Interventions, tutoring and cultural activities will be provided by the Title VI 
teacher.  

How will we factor in broadband or internet access (or lack of it) for all of our 
students?  

● Browns Valley School is working to make technology available to all 
households. The District will continue to work with RC Technologies, Park 
Region/ Valley Telephone, and Venture Communications to install reduced 
price internet access to families through the remainder of the 2019-2020 
school year. Once internet is connected in the home, school issued devices 
(tablets) will be distributed to students  in grades 4-8. 
● Browns Valley School is ensuring equity by offering learning materials and 
activities through online options and paper packets.  
● Reaching out to our tribal connections to seek assistance with internet 
access, technology, and other resources.  

How will we utilize partnerships to meet the needs of vulnerable students?  



● Reaching out to our tribal connections to seek assistance with internet 
access, technology, and other resources  
● Continue to be in contact with local social service departments from Minnesota 
as well as South Dakota.  
● Teachers will continue Social Emotional Learning instruction with students as 
well as a general social-emotional check-in with students.  
● The School Counselor will send out projects, health tips, and have office 
hours. Teachers will refer students to the counselor for additional support.  
● Community projects and resources will be posted to our school Facebook 
page.  

 
How will we support the mental health needs of students?  

● The School Counselor will send out projects, health tips to all students and have 
office hours. Teachers will refer students in need of additional support.  
● Community projects and resources will be posted to our school 
Facebook page. 

 
What are the “normal” working hours for employees during a Distance Learning 
Day?  

● Teachers will have office hours to be available to assist families M-F from 8:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
• Other employees’ hours may be adjusted to meet needs. 

 

How are we making sure that staff needs are met?  
● Reducing staff hours to 8:00 am - 2:30 pm, Monday through Thursday, and 
8:00 am - 2:00 pm on Friday.  
• Other employees’ hours may be adjusted to meet needs. 
● Giving Teachers/Staff (when feasible) the option to work from home to ensure 
health and safety with updates to administration on Wednesdays.  
● Weekly “All Staff” meetings via Google Meet with a consistent time, every 
Tuesday at 1:30 pm  
• Administrators are attending weekly regional Superintendent and Principal 

meetings to collaborate with other Districts to discuss meeting student and staff 
needs, and share ideas and challenges. 

• Weekly Elementary (Mondays at 1:30) and Middle School (Tuesdays at 8:00) 
meetings with administration to check in with staff in a smaller group setting to 
discuss concerns and needs. 

● Encourage staff to telework (when feasible), particularly people with underlying 
medical conditions.  
● Implement social distancing measures:  

○ Increase physical space between workers at the worksite.  
○ Decrease social contacts in the workplace (e.g., limit in-person meetings, 
meeting for lunch in a break room, etc.)  

● Limit large work-related gatherings (e.g., staff meetings).  
● Limit non-essential work travel  



● Daily health checks (e.g., temperature and respiratory symptom screening) 
of staff before entering the building.  
● Require workers who are ill to stay home. 

 
How will we assess and adjust our Distance Learning Plan during implementation?  

● Attendance, completion of assignments, wellness and communication with 
students/parents will be monitored daily by staff.  
● Weekly, the staff via Google Meet will review data. If our Distance Learning Plan 
is benefitting some students and presenting barriers to others, adjustments will be 
made. 

 
Grading for Distance Learning 

• Cumulative Grades: average of Quarters 1-3 
• Middle School 

o A: 90-100% 
o B: 80-89% 
o P: (Pass) 60-79% 
o IE: (Insufficient Evidence) 0-59% 

• Elementary 
o E: 98-100% 
o S+: 90-97% 
o S: 80-89% 
o P: 60-79% 
o IE: (Insufficient Evidence) 0-59% 
o NA: Not Assessed 

	


